Policy on Same Sex Covenantal Ceremonies

The session of   Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church approves the use of the sanctuary for the celebration of covenantal ceremonies between people of the same sex.  It does so after careful study concludes:

 *It is directed by the congregation's 1980 position paper entitled, "Ordination in  the Local Church":  "No lifestyle, sexual orientation or living habit constitute the only response to the Gospel in all situations.  Lifestyles, sexual orientations and living habits as Christian responses have to be defined in the light of the full Christian message and the situation in which they are being lived out." 

 *  It is led by the Affirmation of Ministry (1990) in which LPPC pledges to  encourage "individuals to support, nurture, and care for each other as exemplified 
by the life of ministry of Christ" and to celebrate "the diversity of all persons that 
God has given us and respect their unique gifts and convictions." 

 *It is affirmed by the Directory of Worship of God in the Book of Order: (W- 4.1000)  "There are special occasions and transitions in the life of the  congregation and the lives of its members which are appropriately recognized in  worship." (W-6.2002)  "The church offers nurturing to people assuming  responsibilities in the world, assisting them…with wise commitments in personal  relationships and marriage."   

 *It wishes to affirm and support gay and lesbian couples that want to affirm their  commitment to each other to God in the same spirit that it affirms the  commitments of heterosexual couples.  

 *It believes that through its celebration of covenantal ceremonies it openly and  gladly acknowledges within this community of faith the commitment 
relationships that gay and lesbian couples share.

While recognizing the clear distinction between Christian Marriage and Covenantal Ceremony, the session affirms the expectations that a Covenantal Ceremony be conducted by an approved officiate who has provided the couple with appropriate counseling and who supports their wish to affirm a lifelong commitment in an appropriate service of Christian worship witnessed by friends and family.  In consultation with a pastor of the church, the approved officiate will confirm that these expectations are met.  
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